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BANDITS WHO SHOT G-MAN AT TOPEKA
CAPTURED BY THE CASS COUNTY
Two bandits who shot their way out of a G-Man trap in the post offi  ce at Topeka, 
Kansas, seriously injuring one federal man, were captured by the Cass county 
sheriff . Homer Sylvester, and his deputy. Cass Sylvester, without the fi ring of a 
single shot by either the offi  cers or desperadoes. Friday evening at 9:45. The New Yorkers 
found themselves hopelessly lost in the maze of Plattsmouth streets after turning off  
Highway 75 near the Ilild service station, and drove over the hills and through side streets. 
A general alarm early in the evening took the Sylvester brothers to the Rock Creek tilling 
station on Highway 75. just east of Murray to watch for the grey Chevrolet bearing the license 
34-43 Kansas. At nine o’clock the car came along the highway. The offi  cers trailed it. The fugitives attempted the part of 
drunken drivers, weaving across the road, slowing down and speeding up, evidently attempting to force the sheriff s car to pass. 
The sheriff  waited his time.    Full story on page 10...
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View our full inventory of over 3,500 vehicles at:

www.SidDillon.com
SALES   SERVICE   PARTS   BODY SHOP

Ron Fullerton - Fleet Manager
Phone: 402.540.7578

ron.fullerton@siddillon.com

FleetElite
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YOUR SINGLE SOURCE 
FOR UNIFORMS & GEAR

Call or Visit your Local 
Galls Location:

3105 Leavenworth St.
Omaha, NE

402.341.8790

THE NEBRASKA SHERIFF 
MAGAZINE POLICIES

Only submitted articles pertinent to criminal justice, 
law enforcement, and NSA members will be 

featured.

We will accept articles from law enforcement 
agencies, their representatives, or related fi elds to 

be considered for publication in the magazine.

Photographs of minors must be accompanied 
by verifi able permission to publish and list their 

names, whether the photo is emailed or sent 
through USPS.*

We reserve the right to edit all submissions for 
content or space.

We apologize for any errors or omissions. Please 
let us know about them.

The Nebraska Sheriff  Magazine
Taylor Moore, Magazine and Website Advertising

531-739-7421 • taylor@youraam.com

YOUNES CENTER - KEARNEY, NE
VALUABLE TRAINING FOR ALL 
LAW ENFORCEMENT PROFESSIONALS

2019 NSA & POAN 
ANNUAL CONFERENCE

Connect with law enforcement professionals across 
the state at the 2019 NSA/POAN Conference on 
October 6-9, 2019 in Kearney, NE!

The 2019 NSA/POAN Annual Conference is once 
again the place to be for professionals involved in law 
enforcement. The conven  on will feature educa  onal 
sessions requested by law enforcement professionals  
     that will draw members from across the state.

               For four days this fall, professionals from 
                     across the state will come together in           
                         Kearney  to take advantage of leading  
                         educa  onal programming and an exhibit 
                         hall off ering tools, ideas, and products 
                         applicable to their everyday work lives.

                          Be sure to mark October 6-9, 2019, on 
                          your calendar now. Take a few minutes            
                             today to complete the registra  on 
                               form in this brochure. 

                                   We look forward to seeing 
                                      you in Kearney!

OCTOBER 6-9, 2019
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www.nebraskasheriff s.com

The Nebraska Sheriff s’ Association website 
has all the county sheriff s’ contact information, 

links to dates of special training off ered to 
law enforcement in Nebraska, links to county 

websites, and much, much more. There are also 
special businesses that help to sponsor this 

website with their ads. It pays to be a member.

The NebraskaSheriff
Offi  cial publication of the Nebraska 

Sheriff s’ Association

Published 2x yearly. 
All rights reserved. Copyright © 2019

The Nebraska Sheriff s’ Association, 
established in 1894, is the oldest 

organization of its kind in the nation. 

Mission Statement
To provide continuing education to 

Sheriff s’ Offi  ces, youth, and the public in 
general. 

Nebraska Sheriff s’ Association 
2018-2019 President

Michael Robinson, Washington County

NSA Offi  ce & The Nebraska Sheriff  
Magazine

521 First Street | P.O. Box 10 
Milford, Nebraska 68405 

Executive Director: Taylor Moore
taylor@youraam.com
Editor: Kylie Schildt 
kylie@youraam.com

Contributers’ names are listed with their 
articles and do not necessarily represent 

the opinions of the Nebraska Sheriff s’ 
Association or imply their endorsement. 

Articles may be reproduced from the 
Nebraska Sheriff  magazine as long as 

proper credit is given to the original author 
and the Nebraska Sheriff  magazine. 

Please feel free to contact us with any 
questions or suggestions regarding the 

magazine. 

www.nebraskasheriff s.com

Dedicated to the youth 
of Nebraska.

Committed to Nebraska Youth for over 125 years! In its mission statement, Th e 
Nebraska Sheriff s’ Association has included “dedicated to the youth of Nebraska.” 
Over the years, association members have consistently worked to educate children 
and teens on the dangers of distracted driving and drug and alcohol abuse.
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ARTHUR COUNTY 
SHERIFFS' OFFICE

Bill Simpson
207 West Heath Street

Arthur, NE 69121
Phone: (308) 764-9011

bill991@neb-sandhills.net

Proud member of the 
Nebraska Sheriff s’ Associa  on.

BANNER COUNTY 
SHERIFFS' OFFICE

Stan McKnight
204 College Street #1
Harrisburg, NE 69345

Phone: (308) 436-5271
ssmcknight85@hotmail.com

Proud member of the 
Nebraska Sheriff s’ Associa  on.

BOONE COUNTY 
SHERIFFS' OFFICE

Denny Johnson
2017 S 5th Street

Albion, NE 68620
Phone: 402-395-2144

bcsheriff @frontiernet.net

Proud member of the 
Nebraska Sheriff s’ Associa  on.

BOX BUTTE COUNTY 
SHERIFFS' OFFICE

Tammy Mowry
512 Niobrara Ave

Alliance, NE 69301
Phone: 308-762-6464

bbcoso@telecomwest.net

Proud member of the 
Nebraska Sheriff s’ Associa  on.

N

N

N

See pages 27-37 for county businesses that are 
supporters of their local sheriff ’s offi  ce and the NSA!

N

A MESSAGE FROM NSA 
PRESIDENT

Once again, our country 
has experienced 
the tragedy of mass 
shootings. The recent 
shootings in El Paso and 
Dayton is a reminder that 
it can happen anywhere, 
at any time.

In El Paso TX, families 
were taking advantage 
of its annual tax-free day 
and shopping for the 
start of the new school 
year. The Walmart was at 

capacity when the gunman opened fi re. In the end, 
22 innocent citizens lost their lives.

In Dayton OH, people were enjoying themselves in 
an entertainment area when the gunman opened 
fi re, killing 9 innocent citizens including the gunman’s 
sister. The heroes of the Dayton Police Department 
saved countless lives when they ended the threat 
within 30 seconds that the shooting began.

As has become the norm after a mass shooting, both 
political parties are placing blame. If both parties 
continue to refuse to work together, there will never 
be a solution and more innocent lives will be lost.

We live in a country where the threat of an active 
shooter has become the norm. Citizens today are 
in danger by going to the movies, concerts, dinner, 
shopping, and school. As law enforcement offi  cers, we 
routinely train on active shooter response; one offi  cer 
entry, multiple offi  cer entry, tactical medical response, 
and how to deal with the aftermath of the tragedy. We 
encourage our offi  cers to carry off  duty and instruct 
our family members what to do if they become the 
target of an active shooter. We instruct school kids to 
“Run, Hide, or Fight” or “Avoid, Defend, Deny”. This is 
something we never thought about 25 years ago.

We need to come together as a country, not as 
Republicans, Democrats, or Independents, but as 
Americans. Regardless of race, political affi  liation, or 
religion, we are all Americans. We need to stop the 
violence.

Sheriff  Michael Robinson
Washington County
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BANDITS WHO SHOT G-MAN AT TOPEKA CAPTURED BY THE CASS 
COUNTY SHERIFF AND BROTHER
Unidentifi ed Lincoln Car May Have Played Important Part in 
Surrender of Two Gun-Men Plattsmouth Streets Prove Hopeless 
Maze to New Yorkers.

Two bandits who shot their way out of a G-Man trap in the post offi  ce 
at Topeka, Kansas, seriously injuring one federal man, were captured 
by the Cass county sheriff . Homer Sylvester, and his deputy. Cass 
Sylvester, without the fi ring of a single shot by either the offi  cers 
or desperadoes. Friday evening at 9:45. The New Yorkers found 
themselves hopelessly lost in the maze of Plattsmouth streets after 
turning off  Highway 75 near the Ilild service station, and drove over 
the hills and through side streets.

A general alarm early in the evening took the Sylvester brothers to the Rock Creek tilling station on Highway 75. 
just east of Murray to watch for the grey Chevrolet bearing the license 34-43 Kansas. At nine o’clock the car came 
along the highway. The offi  cers trailed it. The fugitives attempted the part of drunken drivers, weaving across the 
road, slowing down and speeding up, evidently attempting to force the sheriff s car to pass. The sheriff  waited his 
time.

STOP AT UNDERPASS
As the cars came into Plattsmouth the bandit car went up 8th street over the hill down to 7th, over into the north 
part of Plattsmouth and fi nally down 4th street to Main, then east. An unidentifi ed Lincoln car with a man and two 
women was parked at the Burlington station. The bandits realized they were off  the highway at the underpass and 
stopped. The sheriff  and deputy jumped out on either side and ; ordered them out of the car. Evidently, believing 
themselves trapped by two cars, the men surrendered without a shot. Their auto rolled on, down the incline 

to smash into the side of the underpass. The bandits’, armed 
with .38 hammerless Colt, automatics were marched up Main 
Street to the street light where they were searched. Eleven 
thousand dollars in cash was found on their persons later.

CROWD GATHERS
A crowd of 500 gathered on the street and at the court house 
within a few minutes. ‘Upon questioning, the men gave their 
names as Robert Suhay, 26; and Alfred Power, 45. Both men 
wore dark grey business suits and hats. They appeared 
unruffl  ed except for the blood stained bandage on Suhay’s 
arm. The men admitted readily they were wanted for the 
Topeka shooting. When questioned on the New York bank 
holdup Suhay asked “What holdup” and then retorted “What 
they goin’ to try to pin on us next.” Powers refused to talk. The 
pair also admitted that they had taken Dr. Hibbard’s car after 
he had dressed Suhay’s wounded wrist.

BUICK PURCHASED IN CLEVELAND
A grey overcoat with a blood soaked sleeve in the back seat of 
the Chevrolet, revealed a bill of sale and insurance policy for a 
1937 Buick business coupe purchased the fi rst part of April in 
Cleveland, Ohio by a James Hackett at 1022 Statler Hotel who 
was supposedly a salesman for the Fleetwood Sales. $800 
was paid in cash and a check given for the balance. The Buick 
was evidently the one wrecked near Sabetha. Suhay admitted 
serving in the penitentiary in New York state four years on 
a 4-12 year sentence. Powers was told that he had been 
sentenced on two counts, serving fi ve of a ten year sentence 
and another one year term. 

Jared
Set-up Manger
6 years
317,772 chairs set

Sergio
Executive Chef
26 years
702,412 meals

Tan
Set-up Manager
19 years
1,197,000 chairs set Cecilia

Banquet Supervisor
4 years
211,848 table settings

Penny
Convention Planner
33 years
1,086,656 attendees 
served

Patti
Convention Planner
22 years
847,440 attendees 
served

308-234-2212 • Younes.com

Still making sure our attendees are happy.
Our people are the Younes Difference.
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BURT COUNTY 
SHERIFFS' OFFICE

Robert Pickell
111 N 13th Street

Tekamah, NE 68061
Phone: 402-374-2900

burtcosheriff @abbnebraska.com

Proud member of the 
Nebraska Sheriff s’ Associa  on.

BUTLER COUNTY 
SHERIFFS' OFFICE

Tom Dion
451 N 5th Street

David City, NE 68632
Phone: 402-367-7400

Proud member of the 
Nebraska Sheriff s’ Associa  on.

CEDAR COUNTY 
SHERIFFS' OFFICE

Larry Koranda
101 E Centre St

Hartington, NE 68739
Phone: 402-254-6884

sheriff @hartel.net

Proud member of the 
Nebraska Sheriff s’ Associa  on.

COLFAX COUNTY 
SHERIFFS' OFFICE

Paul Kruse
411 E 11th Street

Schuyler, NE 68661
Phone: 402-352-8514

pkruse@colfaxne.com

Proud member of the 
Nebraska Sheriff s’ Associa  on.

N

N

N

N

See pages 27-37 for county businesses that are 
supporters of their local sheriff ’s offi  ce and the NSA!

Powers was also deported to England for parole. 
Federal men arrived from Omaha shortly after 
ten o’clock and took the men into Omaha at 
midnight. They were taken today to Topeka.

SHOOTING IN TOPEKA
Hayne W. Baker, 27, federal bureau of 
investigation agent, was critically wounded by 
four bullets fi red at Topeka yesterday morning 
by one of the men captured here last night. 
The shooting occurred after the two fugitives 
appeared casually at the post offi  ce and one of 
them called for a package which federal agents 
had marked. There were three agents who had 
posted themselves in separated positions for 
three days. Baker stepped forward, covering 
the suspect. The second fugitive opened fi re, 
shooting the agent in the back.

TWO BANDITS CAPTURED HERE FACE THE 
CHAIR. W. W. BAKER, G-MAN, SHOT FRIDAY 
AT TOPEKA, DIES OF WOUNDS INFLICTED BY 
BANDITS.

Alfred Powers and Robert Suhay, whose capture 
here Friday night by Sheriff  Homer Sylvester 
and Deputy Cass Sylvester, proved a national 
sensation, are to face a murder charge.

W. W. Baker. 27, the federal operative that was 
shot by the men in Topeka, Kansas, died Sunday 
of his injuries and brought the statement that 
the federal authorities would at once move for 
a murder indictment against Powers and Suhay. 
The two bandits, taken to Omaha from here at 
11:30 Friday night, were taken early Saturday to 
Kansas city where they have since been held.

In addition to the funds found on the men 
ainOmaha, a later search at a Kansas City 
hotel revealed some $7,000 in currency which 
apparently tied the men up with a Katonah, New 
York bank robbery on which they were being 
sought when they shot Baker.

Following the death of Baker, United States 
Attorney S. S. Alexander of Kansas City 
announced that prompt steps would be taken 
to have indictments prepared charging the men 
with murder and that the death penalty will 
be asked by the government. The case will be 
brought in the federal court in Kansas City.

Baker is the tenth federal operative to have been 
killed since 1925. Congress recently passed a law 
that provided the death penalty for the shooting 
of federal operatives. 

Continued on next page...
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Continued from previous page...
Baker whirled and another bullet struck him in the chest. Two more struck him In the legs. O. D. Davis, a bystander, 
was shot In the foot. Suhay was shot in the wrist in the fray. The men were sought in connection with a New York 
bank robbery. After fl eeing from Topeka the bandits wrecked their car about seven miles north of Sabetha.

CALL DOCTOR
A short time later they stopped Joe Garver, a farmer, and forced him to drive them to his home. There, at the point 
of a gun, they ordered him to call a doctor. Dr. S. M. Hibbard of Sabetha was summoned. In front of the farm house 
he was confronted by the refugees. While the injured man guarded the farmer, his companion forced Dr. Hibbard 
to drive back to Sabetha for antitetanus serum. 

In Sabetha, they stopped at the curb in front of a drug store, and while the bandit covered Dr. Hibbard with his 
gun, the doctor had an unsuspecting drug clerk bring the serum to the car. Then, they returned to the farm house 
where the wounded man was treated. While at the house, they forced the farmer’s wife to fi x them a lunch. After, 
they drove off  in Dr. Hibbard’s car to be later picked up in this county.

A NICE PIECE OF WORK
The capture and arrest here of Robert Suhay and Alfred Powers, gunmen wanted in the shooting of a G-man 

at Topeka, Kansas, as well as bank robber suspects in New 
York, is a piece of work for which Sheriff  Homer Sylvester 
and Deputy Sheriff  Cass Sylvester deserve the fullest credit. 
The local offi  cers showed good judgment and fearlessness 
in the handling of the pursuit and capture and added a very 
fi ne contribution to the record of law enforcement in Cass 
county. The bandits arrests were listed as “real bad men, 
willing to shoot their way out of a corner.” But, they were 
carefully bottled up and forced to surrender without a shot 
being fi red. Although, in their pockets were found guns, one 
of which wounded a federal operative a few hours prior.  We 
feel, as will all of the residents of Cass countv, that the sheriff  
and deputy are to be commended on their Friday night 
capture.

CHIEF OF THE ‘G’ MEN GIVES HIS COMMENT
J. Edgar Hoover, Chief of ‘G’ Men, in Washington today gave 
out the following statement in regard to the daring capture 
of the two bandits here Friday night 

‘It was a grand piece of work by local offi  cers. The capture of 
these men shows what can be done by unselfi sh cooperation 
between Federal and local offi  cers. We received magnifi cent 
cooperation from state and local offi  cers throughout the 
brief hunt for the fugitives.”

PLATTSMOUTH, NEBRASKA., MONDAY, APRIL 19, 1937.

This is a reminder that the Nebraska Sheriff ’s Association is now a part of 
the Western States Sheriff ’s Association. So far the WSSA has provided us 
with a lot of useful information.

WSSA is a very strong voice for Sheriff s at the national level and off er their 
assistance at the local level as well. 

For more information visit https://westernsheriff s.org

“It’s No Accident Why
We’re Wreck-A-Mended!”

SINCE 1981
EXCELLENCE IN VEHICLE REPAIRS

We strive to provide the right repair

at the right time on time!

• Truck & Auto Body Repair
• Spray-On Box Liners
• Truck Parts & Accessories

316 1st St, Aurora, NE

402.694.6991
Trevor & Jennifer

Emahizer
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CUMING COUNTY 
SHERIFFS' OFFICE

Bradley Boyum
200 S Lincoln Street #203

West Point, NE 68788
Phone: 402-372-6019

cumingcountysheriff @gmail.com

Proud member of the 
Nebraska Sheriff s’ Associa  on.

CUSTER COUNTY 
SHERIFFS' OFFICE

Daniel Osmond
116 S 11th Ave

Broken Bow, NE 68822
Phone: 308-872-6418

dosmond@custercounty.org

Proud member of the 
Nebraska Sheriff s’ Associa  on.

DAKOTA COUNTY 
SHERIFFS' OFFICE

Christopher Kleinberg
1601 Broadway Street
Dakota City, NE 68731
Phone: 402-987-2174

CKleinberg@dakotacosheriff .com

Proud member of the 
Nebraska Sheriff s’ Associa  on.

See pages 27-37 for county businesses that are 
supporters of their local sheriff ’s offi  ce and the NSA!
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BUFFALO COUNTY IMPLEMENTS NEW APP
In mid-2018, law enforcement and public safety executives as part of the South Central Planning, Execution and 
Training (SCPET) region met to discuss implementing new technology that would better connect the community 
to fi rst responders. Sheriff s, Police Chiefs, and public safety offi  cials sought to revolutionize the way information 
could be passed, in real time and considered the ability to do so based on the person’s location. Their goal 
was to fi nd an innovative, emerging platform that could also encourage and empower community members to 
report suspicious behavior.

A 2017 Center for Disease Control (CDC) report showed a steady decline in telephone services installed in 
residential areas but a signifi cant increase in the use of mobile devices by all ages. In fact, a more recent study 
showed that more than 90% of Americans between the ages of 18 and 29 use smart devices. Of those surveyed 
and on average, people checked those same devices more than 150 times a day, and 68% checked them within 
15 minutes of waking up. These trends were a clear sign to law enforcement across the country that it was time 
to consider new ways to reach the people they’re charged with protecting.

These studies also highlighted somewhat antiquated processes like tip submission boxes in the lobby of 
government buildings and emphasized the need to reconnect with millennials who rarely call 800-lines and 
prefer app-based communications. Texting, Social Media, and messaging apps like SnapChat make up the 
majority of communications sent and received by young adults, teens, and children. That includes spoken 
conversations in person. Refusing to meet them on their own ground would certainly create future challenges 
when building community policing type relationships.

A few months after the initial SCPET meeting, Buff alo County Sheriff  Neil Miller and former Kearney Police Chief 
Dan Lynch decided to be the fi rst in the region to pilot an app that allowed them to push information out to 
mobile devices. Together, the team used the See it, Say it, Send it app to notify residents of missing children, 

active crime scenes and suspicious incidents. In 
return, they received tips about criminal activity, 
speeding, and school-related issues. Sheriff  
Miller said in an interview with the Grand Island 
Independent that despite being “kind of old-
fashioned,” we believe the app is a “very, very 
powerful tool for us.”

The successes in Buff alo County attracted 
the attention of former Hall County Sheriff  
Jerry Watson. Watson, the then chairman of 
the SCPET, decided to push for the app to be 
used by the 15-county area that includes 33 law 
enforcement agencies.

In August, the SCPET met again to consider using 
earmarked Department of Homeland Security 
funds to fi nish the roll out across the region. The 
initiative was approved and representatives from 
local school districts, the University of Nebraska 
Kearny and all 33 law enforcement agencies, 
meet on a day that is a constant reminder for 
the need of a continued focus on security, 
September 11th. 

At the meeting, the app founder and creator 
provided detailed training on how to use the 
platform to its fullest. Grand Island Public 
Schools Superintendent Tawana Grover, told the 
Grand Island Independent that she was “looking 
forward to moving forward with the app in Grand 
Island Public Schools” followed by Grand Island 
Police Chief Robert Falldorf, commenting that 
law enforcement offi  cers “can’t be the eyes 
and ears of the whole community, they need 
the support of the entire community including 
students”.

800 Pioneers Blvd  |  Lincoln, NE 68502
800-348-7537  |  csi.nebraska.gov  

csi.salesandmarketing@nebraska.gov

Service dog harness 
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DAWSON COUNTY 
SHERIFFS' OFFICE

Ken Moody
709 N Grant Street

Lexington, NE 68850
Phone: 

kmoody@dcleo.org

Proud member of the 
Nebraska Sheriff s’ Associa  on.

DIXON COUNTY 
SHERIFFS' OFFICE

Don Taylor
302 W 3rd Street
Ponca, NE 68770

Phone: 402-755-2255
dixonso@gpcom.net

Proud member of the 
Nebraska Sheriff s’ Associa  on.

FRANKLIN COUNTY 
SHERIFFS' OFFICE

Jerry Archer
405 15th Avenue

Franklin, NE 68939
Phone: 308-425-6231

sheriff @franklin.nacone.org

Proud member of the 
Nebraska Sheriff s’ Associa  on.
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See pages 27-37 for county businesses that are 
supporters of their local sheriff ’s offi  ce and the NSA!

Since the regional implementation, agencies 
have used stickers, posters and rack cards, 
provided for free through their subscription, 
to educate and promote the downloading of 
the See it, Say it, Send it app that is available in 
both the Apple and Android platforms. Those 
eff orts combined with digital billboards, social 
media advertising, and Spotify commercials, 
also covered under the subscription, have led 
to an active user count just over 72,000 for a 
combined population around 225,000.

Early analytics of the app’s success in the 
SCPET region shows the receipt of more than 
300 tips (78% anonymous, 22% self-identifi ed) 
some of which have led to the prevention of 
criminal activity, the discovery of narcotics and 
the intervention of school-related problems. 
Seventy-one notifi cations have been sent to 
mobile devices to warn of severe weather 
approaching or related incidents, the need 
for information related to a recent crime or to 
identify a suspect not yet in custody.
Around the country, the app has led to the 
arrest of a murder suspect in Florida, the 
identifi cation of a shooting suspect in North 
Carolina, the recovery of stolen property in 
Ohio and the securing of several narcotics 
search warrants in Michigan.

During the summer of 2019, the See it, Say it, 
Send it app creator, CEO Kevin Angell, plans to 
return to region and provide updated training 
on new features as well as visit agencies in 
the East Central, Northeast, and Panhandle 
regions that have implemented, inquired about 
or planning to go live with the app. The SCPET 
region will also renew their subscription to the 
app as part of the visit.

Also, during the visit, Angell is bringing with 
him a new school initiative he devised after 
several reviews of the Parkland School 
Shooting Commission report. The idea behind 
the initiative is to empower students to report 
security concerns before an incident takes 
place. Since students are frequently subjected 
to security measures, asking them to send in 
tips and pictures of broken fencing, damaged 
security equipment and faulty lighting instills a 
since of ownership and responsibility for their 
own safety. The plan is to address and mitigate 
security concerns before the lead to a crime 
of opportunity. Angell has seen signifi cant 
successes in a test roll out with school districts 
in Georgia earlier this year.

1.The Grand Island Independent, “See Something, Send 
Something off ers two-way communication”, September 11, 
2018, by Jeff  Bahr,
https://www.theindependent.com/news/local/see-
something-send-something-off ers-two-way-communication/
article_f7bc1222-b61c-11e8-
9182-23bf17f50590.html

2. CDC, “Wireless Substitution: Early Release of Estimates from 
the National Health Interview Survey,
https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/nhis/earlyrelease/
wireless201705.pdf
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KEITH COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE HISTORY
When Keith County was organized in 1872 it was requested 
by the citizens of the County that an election be held for 
the purpose of choosing County offi  cers and organizing 
said County. Governor Furnas ordered the election held in a 
residence in Ogallala on Saturday, May 3rd, 1873. A.H. Bradley 
was the fi rst elected Sheriff . In the fi rst fi ve years of Keith 
County’s existence, six sheriff s wore the star of authority. The 
only record of the Sheriff s’ between Bradley and DePrieste 
were George Caruthers 1875, D.E. Leech 1875, J.G. Huges, 
and B.J. Gillian. J.G. Huges fi lled the vacant post of Sheriff  
twice.

One of the fi rst murders in Ogallala happened in August 1875. A young Texas cowboy named Webster was 
bathing while tending his herd. He was shot 5 times in the head, neck and body. This murder shocked the 
residents of Ogallala. Webster’s murderer was a seedy character named Woosley. Webster was buried north of 
the town at the foot of what would become known as Boot Hill. Webster’s murderer was never captured.

The fi rst arrests by earliest County records we have were for “branding cattle not their own”, on January 31, 1878. 
In 1879, Martin DePrieste was elected to the offi  ce of Sheriff  of Keith County. It did not take long to prove that he 
was going to be a good sheriff . In 1880, Billy Thompson came to Ogallala as his brother Ben Thompson was a 
feared gunman staying in town. Billy was the one who always stirred up trouble he couldn’t handle. Billy made 
the mistake of locking horns with Bill Tucker, who ran the Cowboy’s Rest on Rail Road Street. It is unknown what 
the argument was about, but it resulted in Thompson fi ring at him and clipping off  part of his left thumb and 
the tips of some fi ngers. As Tucker dropped to the fl oor, Thompson (thinking the battle had ended) walked out 
to the street. Tucker then grabbed his ten-gauge shotgun he kept under the bar and sighted in Thompson and 
shot him in the back. Some friends of Ben Thompson carried his brother Billy to the Ogallala House land and 
put him in his room.

Sheriff  Martin DePrieste heard the reports of what happened 
between Tucker and Thompson and could only come to one 
conclusion. Billy Thompson started the trouble by shooting 
Bill Tucker. It was attempted murder and DePrieste didn’t 
allow that in his County. Thompson was arrested and lodged 
in jail. Thompson wasn’t seriously wounded, but the threat of 
lynching was so great that there had to be a guard posted 
outside the jail to ward off  angry men who might try to take 
him out and hang him.

William B. “Bat” Masterson (close friend to Billy’s brother Ben) 
agreed to go to Ogallala and try to get Billy out of there. While 
in town, Masterson was recognized and DePrieste guessed 
that he was there to sneak Thompson out of town. Security 
was tightened and DePrieste was developing his reputation 
for iron nerves. There are many reports of just how Masterson 
was able to get Billy Thompson out of Ogallala. Some say 
the guard was bribed, others say the guard was drugged. 
Even on report said that Masterson put Thompson in a dress 
as his lady friend. Regardless of how it happened, the fact 
remains that Bat Masterson did get Billy Thompson out of 
Ogallala and on the train to North Platte. There Masterson 
took him to Kansas in a buggy. Most reports say that they 
borrowed the buggy from Buff alo Bill because Bill Cody was 
a friend of Masterson and Ben Thompson.

Sheriff  DePrieste was shot several times during his tenure 
as Sheriff , and he reserved a place at Boot Hill for more 

Bullet Weights   would like to thank
the Hall County Sheriff’s Office

for all their hard work.

www.bulletweights.com

Alda, Nebraska

Fishing, Hunting and Marine Products
for the Sportsman
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FRONTIER COUNTY 
SHERIFF'S OFFICE

Daniel Rupp
308 Center Ave N
Curtis, NE 69025

Phone: 308-367-4411
nb03200@curtis-ne.com

Proud member of the 
Nebraska Sheriff s’ Associa  on.

GAGE COUNTY 
SHERIFFS' OFFICE

Millard Gustafson
612 Lincoln Street

Beatrice, NE 68310
Phone: 402-223-5221
mwg903@gcsone.us

Proud member of the 
Nebraska Sheriff s’ Associa  on.

GARDEN COUNTY 
SHERIFFS' OFFICE

Michelle Quinn
611 Main Street

Oshkosh, NE 69154
Phone: 308-772-3540

mquinn@gardencountysheriff .
org

Proud member of the 
Nebraska Sheriff s’ Associa  on.

GARFIELD COUNTY 
SHERIFFS' OFFICE

Larry Donner
250 S 8th Avenue

Burwell, NE 68823
Phone: 308-346-5150

gcso@nctc.net

Proud member of the 
Nebraska Sheriff s’ Associa  on.
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than one outlaw. Sheriff  DePrieste greatly 
tamed Ogallala and deserved the respect and 
reputation he had as one of the Old West’s 
Lawmen most feared by the criminals and 
rowdy Texas Trail cowboys.

Eugene Beall was elected Sheriff  and served 
from 1908 to 1917. F.E. Anderson was elected to 
offi  ce in 1917 with George Heiser as his Deputy.

In 1918, George N. Heiser was elected Sheriff . 
He was killed in the line of duty on May 1st, 1923, 
when shot by Frank Allen (AKA Frank Randall 
“The Sandhills Bootlegger”). Sheriff  Heiser had 
taken a posse north of Keystone to apprehend 
Allen who was wanted in connection with 
the murder of a Scottsbluff  County Deputy. 
During the shootout, Sheriff  Heiser was killed, 
but not before he got off  4 rounds. 2 of which 
“did the job”, causing Allen’s death. In turn, 
Sheriff  Heiser’s Deputies also shot Allen. Allen 
died after being transported to a North Platte 
Hospital by train. 

Sheriff  Heiser’s funeral was the largest seen 
in Ogallala at the time. His obituary quotes a 
reverend as saying, “Every great moment must 
pay the price in blood, George Heiser’s name 
will stand with those pioneers whose courage 
and honesty of purpose will eventually clear 
the way to peace and right living”.

Ogallala has come a long way since the 
late 1800’s when it was quoted as being the 
“Gomorrah of the cattle trail”. As one Texas 
cowboy described it, “There’s gold fl owing 
across the tables, liquor across the bars and 
blood across the fl oors”.

Historical facts and documentation were 
taken from the Nebraska State Historical 
Society, “Wild Towns of Nebraska”, written 
by Wayne C. Lee, the Keith County News, 
the North Platte Telegraph, the Keith County 
Historical Society, and the Keith County 
Sheriff ’s Offi  ce records
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LOCKS, LIGHTS, OUT OF SIGHT!
ERIN DICKEY

On Friday, May 3, 2019, Cross County School along with the Polk 
County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce and the Nebraska State Patrol conducted 
a Standard Response Protocol Lockdown drill at 2:00 p.m. in the 
afternoon. Choosing to be prepared and responding to any situation 
requires education, a common vocabulary/protocol, and most 
importantly, practice. This recent drill encompassed all of these and 
more as Cross County students, faculty, the PC Sheriff ’s Offi  ce and 
the NSP did their part to demonstrate preparedness, security and 
the seriousness of potential situations.

The “I Love U Guys” Foundation’s Standard Response Protocol (SRP) 
is a highly-researched and data-driven approach that instills confi dence and preparedness in participants 
without physical or emotional harm. The SRP is based not on individual scenarios but on the response to any 
given situation. The SRP demands a specifi c vocabulary but also allows for great fl exibility.

Since its introduction in 2009, the Standard Response Protocol has been adopted by over 25,000 schools, 
organizations and agencies across the US and Canada. The conformance to FEMA guidance about plain 
language and the simplicity of implementation has resulted in thousands of schools and law enforcement 
agencies implementing the program. As organizations began adoption of the program, an ongoing commitment 
from The “I Love U Guys” Foundation has been to keep the materials relevant. In 2015, the Foundation released 
a total refresh on the materials, practices and guidance.

The “I Love U Guys” Foundation was started in 2006 by Ellen and John-Michael Keyes following a school 
shooting that took the life of their daughter, Emily. “I love you guys” was the last message that Emily Keyes sent 
through text while she was being held hostage. The Foundation is committed to school and community safety, 
and family reunifi cation following a crisis.

For Cross County, this drill required planning and coordination with local responders as well as informative 
training and education to staff  and students alike. Throughout Cross County, simple and direct sign-age is visible 
in hallways, doorways, bathrooms and classrooms. The SRP uses clear and simple directives with required 
actions to all who hear them.

At 2:00 p.m., Superintendent Brent Hollinger initiated the Lockdown protocol over the school intercom, ‘locks, 
lights, out of sight’. ‘Locks, lights, out of sight’. ‘Locks, lights, out of sight’.

Within seconds, the hustle and bustle of a busy school day was gone, it was closed and locked behind doors and 
dark classrooms. The eeriness of the drill turned into a gut-wrenching reality as the footsteps of the deputies 
and patrolmen echoed through the quiet hallways. Unlocking doors and shining fl ashlights, every room, 
including closets and other tight or hidden spaces were methodically cleared. Arriving in the elementary wing, 
the responders unlocked and cleared classrooms as young students, under the care and keen supervision of 
teachers and staff , were carefully and quickly guided out towards exteriors doors. From the youngest to oldest 
students, it was clear that expectations and awareness had been pre-taught and practiced prior to the drill. With 
hands held high, students left the building, converging at a common location while teachers reported ‘green’ or 
‘red’ to indicate whether they had all their students (green) or whether they had too many or too few students 
(red). From start to fi nish, the responders were able to eff ectively clear the entire building in just over 20 minutes 
with everyone safely accounted for.

A short assembly brought everyone together as Deputy Prokupek addressed the students and teachers, 
providing positive feedback and reassurance to everyone’s eff orts before, during and at the conclusion of the 
drill. Deputy Prokupek along with Superintendent Hollinger, Dan Cramer, teachers Dan Conway and Autumn 
Capler attended Standard Response Protocol Training on December 12, 2018, bringing back information and 
knowledge that was then passed on to other colleagues and students. 
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GREELEY COUNTY 
SHERIFFS' OFFICE

David Weeks
101 S Kildare St

Greeley, NE 68842
Phone: 308-428-2395

dweeks962@yahoo.com

Proud member of the 
Nebraska Sheriff s’ Associa  on.

HAMILTON COUNTY 
SHERIFFS' OFFICE

Kirk Handrup
715 12th St

Aurora, NE 68818
Phone: 402-694-6936

countysheriff @hamilton.net

Proud member of the 
Nebraska Sheriff s’ Associa  on.

HARLAN COUNTY 
SHERIFFS' OFFICE

Chris Becker
706 2nd St

Alma, NE 68920
Phone: 308-928-2147

hclaw@harlan.nacone.org

Proud member of the 
Nebraska Sheriff s’ Associa  on.

HOWARD COUNTY 
SHERIFFS' OFFICE

Thomas Busch
612 Indian St # 13

St. Paul, NE 68873
Phone: 308-754-5433

Proud member of the 
Nebraska Sheriff s’ Associa  on.N

See pages 27-37 for county businesses that are 
supporters of their local sheriff ’s offi  ce and the NSA!

THE NEBRASKA SHERIFFS’ ASSOCIATION 
keeps diligent watch over the Unicameral 
for legislative actions that will aff ect 
counties in the state and that are of 
special interest to law enforcement.

N

N

N

The benefi ts of SRP and the recent drill have 
already made an impact at Cross County and 
will continue to do so as subsequent drills 
and expectations prepare everyone on how to 
respond to unexpected situations. Students will 
become more familiar with the required actions 
and expectations throughout their educational 
career. Parents can understand and become a 
supporter to the school district and responders 
implementing the SRP. The common vocabulary 
creates a seamless communication to all 
entities involved creating a clear, direct and 
rapid response to these situations.

In Polk County, we are fortunate to be served 
by four great schools and a sheriff ’s offi  ce that 
is implementing the SRP into their safety plans. 
Future drills will continue to take place with 
these schools and our Polk County Sheriff ’s 
Offi  ce.

With the unfortunate reality of what this young 
generation is growing up in, it is an imperative 
step that we continue to approach life pro-
actively by focusing on preparing.

Concrete Construction, Paving & Driveways

402-793-5865
(800) 257-1461TOLL FREE
311 COMMERCIAL ST, DILLER

http://lottcarp.com
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GOMORRAH OF THE CATTLE TRAIL
That’s how trail driver Andy Adams described Ogallala in his book, “Log of a Cowboy”. Adams, who fi rst came 
up the trail in 1875, said:

“We fi nally scaled the last divide and there below in the valley of the South Platte, nestled Ogallala, the Gomorrah 
of the cattle trail. From amongst its half hundred buildings, no church spire pointed upward, but instead three-
fourths of its business houses were dance halls, gambling houses and saloons.”

One hundred forty-four years later, it safe say that “Gomorrah” has moved. The herds of cattle that once grazed 
the hills south of Ogallala, waiting to be sold, and sometimes numbering up to 125,000 head, have long since 
vanished and the town that Adams described in his book has grown and “churched” itself up quite a bit. I believe 
if Adams could see the town we have now, and the many church spires reaching upward, he would be proud of 
how much it has changed and advanced with the times. However, we still have a “Gomorrah.” It just moved north 
into the North Platte River valley and is no known as Lake C.W. McConaughy. It is truly one of the most beautiful 
sites to see with its massive size and blue waters surrounded by white sand beaches that stretch as far as the 
eye can see, and where the beaches run out, the bluff s begin, on the south side and as you move to the west 
end, where it all begins, you have a wide, peaceful, beautiful river valley...in another county. McConaughy’s water 
sports, boating, fi shing, camping and wildlife are in my humble opinion, un-matched throughout the rest of the 
state. Most of the time that is. Then come those “holiday” weekends like Memorial Day, which typically starts 
the summer season on the lake, then the Fourth of July, and ending with Labor Day which typically ends the 
season on the lake. This past Fourth of July holiday had reported numbers of visitors in excess of 300,000. With 
the offi  cers on duty, provided by Game and Parks, Nebraska State Patrol and The Keith County Sheriff ’s we were 
outnumbered roughly 15,000-1, not to mention the fact that there are no addresses on the beach and when 
we get called to one of these “tent cities’ it makes it extremely diffi  cult to fi nd the people or situation involved. 
Alcohol was banned on the lake years ago, but most people seem to think that is just a suggestion not a law, 
and our close proximity to “Colorful Colorado” only enhances the problems with the infl ux of marijuana and THC 
edibles and all of the joy that brings. Adams described it as “Gomorrah”, I say now it is a scene of alcohol induced 
idiocy complicated by drunken debauchery.

It can be a scene you have to see to believe, in its beauty and brilliance and wildlife...and wild life...so come on 
out and see us. Depending the timing of your visit, we just might be able to show you both sides of the “Wildlife”.

Did I mention we are hiring?
KCSO Chief Deputy Shawn Hebbert



21The NebraskaSheriff     

JOHNSON COUNTY 
SHERIFFS' OFFICE

Scott Walton
222 S 4th Street

Tecumseh, NE 68450
Phone: 402-335-3307
jcso@windstream.net

Proud member of the 
Nebraska Sheriff s’ Associa  on.

KEARNEY COUNTY 
SHERIFFS' OFFICE

Scott White
246 North Colorado Ave

Minden, NE 68959
Phone: 308-832-2805

swhitekcso@gmail.com

Proud member of the 
Nebraska Sheriff s’ Associa  on.

KNOX COUNTY 
SHERIFFS' OFFICE

Don Henery
206 Main Street

Center, NE 68724
Phone: 402-288-4261

kcso@gpcom.net

Proud member of the 
Nebraska Sheriff s’ Associa  on.

LOUP COUNTY 
SHERIFFS' OFFICE

Trevor Kraus
404 4th Street

Taylor, NE 68879
Phone: 308-942-3435

sheriff @nctc.net

Proud member of the 
Nebraska Sheriff s’ Associa  on.
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SUNDAY, OCTOBER 6, 2019
12:00-6:00 PM  Open Registration
1:00-2:00 PM Nebraska Crime Commission Update 
2:00-2:20 PM     Fight Crime - Joshua Spaulding
2:20-3:40 PM Nebraska Human Traffi  cking Task Force 
  Update - Glen Parks
3:40-5:00 PM NE Domestic and Sexual Violence 
  Statewide Coordinated Response Team 
  Update - Emily Schoenleber
5:00-7:00 PM NSA Annual Meeting
5:00-7:00 PM POAN Board Meeting

7:00-11:00 PM Hospitality Room

MONDAY, OCTOBER 7, 2019
7:00-8:30 AM Open Registration

8:30-9:00 AM Opening Session Attorney General
  National Anthem

9:00-10:00 AM NeVDRS Speaker

9:00-1:00 PM Spouses Program
  Corky Creations & Lunch

10:00-10:30 AM Break In Vendor Area

10:30-12:00 PM National Missing & Unidentifi ed 
  Persons System – Melissa Gregory

12:00-1:00 PM Lunch Provided in Vendor Area 
  Highway Safety Luncheon (invite only)

1:05 PM  Afternoon Drawing in Classroom

1:15-2:30 PM The Kelsey Smith Case – Greg Smith

2:30-3:00 PM Break in Vendor Area

3:00-4:45 PM The Kelsey Smith Case – Greg Smith

5:30-7:30 PM President’s Reception

7:30-11:00 PM Hospitality Room 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 8, 2019
8:00-10:00 AM  The Bullet Proof Mind - Col. Grossman

10:00-10:30 AM Break in the Vendor Area

10:30-12:00 AM  The Bullet Proof Mind - Col. Grossman

12:00-12:45 PM Lunch On Your Own
  POAN Annual Luncheon (POAN Members Only)

1:00-2:30 PM The Bullet Proof Mind - Col. Grossman

2:30-3:00 PM Break in Vendor Area

3:00-5:00 PM The Bullet Proof Mind - Col. Grossman

6:00-9:00 PM NSA & POAN Awards Banquet

6:00-6:30 PM  Cocktails

6:30-9:00 PM  Conference Banquet and Awards
  Entertainment: Joe Cole

9:00-11:00 PM Hospitality Room

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 9, 2019
8:00-10:00 PM Why Teens Kill - Chalmers
10:00-10:30 AM Break in Hallway
10:30-12:00 PM Why Teens Kill – Chalmers 
12:00-12:15 PM Closing Comments
12:15-1:15 PM POAN Board Meeting

2019 NSA/POAN 
CONFERENCE SCHEDULE

N
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WHAT IS SCALES?
In August of 2001, area law enforcement joined forces to create SCALES, the South Central Alliance of Law Enforcement 
Services. The purpose for creating this South Central Nebraska law enforcement task force was to create a multi-
jurisdictional investigative unit that could assist agencies with and/or independently handle major crime investigations.

When initially formed, SCALES had six agencies; Grand Island / Hall County, Kearney / Buff alo County and Hastings / 
Adams County. Through city and county government inter-local agreements, the respective police chiefs, sheriff ’s and 
county attorney has formed the core the SCALES agencies. As of today, that number has grown to 14 member agencies 
and 3 affi  liate members.

SCALES vision is to collaboratively off er our constituents eff ective and effi  cient law enforcement services by sharing 
resources. We strive to make our region a safer place to live and enhance our quality of life.

Over time, SCALES member agencies have participated annually in providing manpower resource assistance for 
investigative cases with availability and access to specialized equipment. We have also participated in joint agency 
hiring pools as well as providing cost eff ective specialized training on an ongoing basis to our local law enforcement 
members.

SCALES agencies have access to utilize a broad range of law enforcement personnel with experience, training and 
specialized equipment. A system was developed to designate a lead agency and investigator to assist participating 
agencies through delegated investigative LEO assignments. The process is designed to provide an objectively thorough 
and professional criminal investigation while minimizing the possibility of potential confl ict of interests, either real or 
apparent. Ongoing oversight and protocol is collectively provided by law enforcement administrators from participating 
SCALES agencies.

Request may be from a member agency to provide supplemental assistance to a law enforcement investigation by 
providing general, specifi c or specialized assistance to that law enforcement agency. Prior examples have included 
assistance with major case scene investigation, crime scene processing, boots on the ground for extensive neighborhood 
canvasing, searches and scene security.

To initiate a request for SCALES assistance, a SCALES law enforcement agency may, with the approval of their 
department head, make a request for assistance from participating SCALES agencies. Requests can be made any time 
before, during or after an event. SCALES admin group designate a veteran LEO to serve as a liaison representative to 
be available 24/7 to fi eld initial requests for SCALES assistance.

In cases of requests for manpower, the requesting SCALES agency may specify the number of personnel needed and 
when, where and to whom to report. In all instances of requests for SCALES personnel, every SCALES agency head 
and/or their designated representative will be notifi ed, regardless of the circumstances.

SCALES protocol establishes that agencies should avoid the appearance, actual or apparent, of legal and/or ethical 
confl icts of interest. In eff ort to nullify such perception and provide objective investigation for offi  cers within their jurisdiction, 
protocol establishes that an uninvolved SCALES entity may be designated as the primary criminal investigative agency 
(i.e. in matters surrounding a law enforcement related death). In making such determination, protocol establishes such 
authority shall rest with the County Attorney (or their designee) within the SCALES jurisdiction of the incident. 

MEMBERS OF THIS ORGANIZATION INCLUDE:
o Hall County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce
o Grand Island Police Department
o Adams County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce
o Hastings Police Department
o Kearney Police Department
o Buff alo County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce
o Dawson County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce
o Holdrege Police Department
o Phelps County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce
o Aurora Police Department
o Lexington Police Department
o Cozad Police Department
o Merrick County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce
o Clay County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce

AFFILIATE MEMBERS
o Gosper County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce
o Harlan County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce
o Nebraska State Patrol
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MERRICK COUNTY 
SHERIFFS' OFFICE

John Westman
1821 16th Avenue

Central City, NE 68826
Phone: 308-946-2345

merrickcountysheriff @gmail.com

Proud member of the 
Nebraska Sheriff s’ Associa  on.

NANCE COUNTY SHERIFFS' OFFICE
Ben Bakewell

209 Esther Street
Fullerton, NE 68638

Phone: 308-536-2452
nancesheriff @nance.nacone.org

Proud member of the 
Nebraska Sheriff s’ Associa  on.

NEMAHA COUNTY 
SHERIFFS' OFFICE

Brent Lottman
1805 N Street

Auburn, NE 68305
Phone: 402-274-3139

blottman@nemahasheriff .com

Proud member of the 
Nebraska Sheriff s’ Associa  on.

NUCKOLLS COUNTY 
SHERIFFS' OFFICE

Brad Baker
150 Main Street

Nelson, NE 68961
Phone: 402-225-2831

ncsheriff baker@gmail.com

Proud member of the 
Nebraska Sheriff s’ Associa  on.
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N

See pages 27-37 for county businesses that are 
supporters of their local sheriff ’s offi  ce and the NSA!
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Additional protocol considerations for this section 
shall include: Whenever possible, the SCALES 
jurisdiction County Attorney is encouraged to 
confer with their appropriate law enforcement 
department head (or appointed designee) prior to 
the determination of such decision.

The SCALES protocol is not intended to prohibit 
or impede an involved SCALES law enforcement 
agency from participating in necessary investigative 
eff orts for purposes of conducting any concurrent 
internal, administrative or risk management 
investigation as may be applicable.

An example of major case investigation where an 
agency or agencies need a neutral outside law 
enforcement investigation of an event involving 
personnel from the local criminal justice system:
• Offi  cer involved shooting
• In custody death
• Other offi  cer involved investigations

SCALES request for resources and equipment can 
be made by the agency head or county attorney or 
the respective jurisdiction.

Issues that are unique to these investigations are:
• The County Attorney is responsible for Grand Jury 
Investigations and needs some ability to provide 
direction to the investigative team.
• The member agency making the request for 
SCALES is often a party to or works closely with the 
agency(s) subject to the Grand Jury Investigation 
and need to remove itself from the investigation.
• An offi  cer of the member agency making the 
request is a party involved in the investigation and 
the member agency needs to remove itself from 
the investigation.

The investigation supervisor should report to the 
SCALES Coordinator and or his/her agency head 
if the supervisor believes that conditions exist and 
are not corrected that will compromise the integrity 
of the investigation. The SCALES Coordinator and 
supervisor’s agency head may intervene to correct 
the concerns. The supervisor’s agency administrator 
has the right to withdraw his/her support from the 
investigation if he/she believes the investigation is 
compromised and cannot be properly completed.

SCALES oversight is maintained through a 
coordinator. The coordinator is annually nominated 
and elected by vote from the current agency 
administrators of SCALES member agencies. 
SCALES investigators meet several times a year 
to discuss, brief and share intelligence. A SCALES 
liaison is appointed by the Scales coordinator. 
SCALES administrators also meet annually with 
our State Senators. We have found that the 
SCALES program provides invaluable resources to 
member agencies and makes it more eff ective to 
investigate major crimes.
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SANDHILLS OPEN ROAD CHALLENGE
The Sandhills Open Road Challenge (SORC) came to life in August 2001. It began with a 55-mile open road race 
held on a county road north of Arnold, Nebraska. This annual event now consists of two diff erent road races, a 
half mile and 1-mile shootout, a burnout contest and a car show. In 2001 there were 34 entries; today they have 

to cap the entrants at approximately 140.

I was asked a couple of days ago by a young man what my 
coolest day at work has been. Without hesitation I told him 
it was the SORC. I have attended this event almost every 
year that is has been in existence. I have driven my patrol 
car in the shootout “trying to catch one of the fastest cars” 
and have even got to ride as a passenger in one. I love fast 
cars and all of the diff erent kind of vehicles that participate 
in the SORC. With that being said, I would have to say what 
makes it my favorite day is all the people involved. I have 
developed many great relationships with the driver’s and 
their friends and families. One year when I was not able to 
attend, my deputies were asked by a number of the driver’s 
where I was. I have often dreamed of entering a car into the 
race, that is until I mentioned it to my wife.
����.
The event takes place over 4 days from beginning to end. 
Between vehicle inspectors, the SORC staff , law enforcement 
offi  cers, fi re and rescue personnel and many other entities, 
it takes over 300 people to pull off  this competition. When 
asked what the secret to the success of the SORC is, SORC 
president Don Olson was quick to say “the volunteers and 
the quality of people involved”. Countless drivers have 
commented on how they love coming to this event and that 
the SORC is the best of its kind. Over 40 states and Canada 
have been represented by the driver’s or their navigators. 
The race is so popular that it sells out on the fi rst day 
registration is open.

The SORC is centered around the town of Arnold, NE. 
Technical inspections, a breakfast, a parade, a car show, a 
burnout contest, a barbecue, awards, a street dance and 
the start of the open road race all happen in the small town. 
Many drivers and navigators stay with friends or families 
who live in Arnold and the surrounding area.

If you want to come and watch the road race or shoot out, it 
is free of charge. The goal of the SORC isn’t to make money, 
but due to its success it has been able to donate over 1 
million dollars back to the community. The money comes 
from the driver’s entry fees. This money has been donated 
to fi re departments, schools, given away as scholarships 
and many other community related entities.

I truly enjoy “working” this event and look forward to it every 
year. If you like fast cars, enjoy the thrill of racing or just want 
to come and hang out with a great group of people, make 
your way to Arnold Nebraska in early August and enjoy the 
fun!

Custer County Sheriff 
Dan Osmond
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OTOE COUNTY 
SHERIFFS' OFFICE

Colin Caudill
1021 Central Avenue #1

Nebraska City, NE 68410
Phone: 402-873-9560

ccaudill@otoesheriff .org

Proud member of the 
Nebraska Sheriff s’ Associa  on.

PAWNEE COUNTY 
SHERIFFS' OFFICE

Jayme Reed
PO Box 267

Pawnee City, NE 68420
Phone: 402-852-2969

pawcounty2969@yahoo.com

Proud member of the 
Nebraska Sheriff s’ Associa  on.

PHELPS COUNTY 
SHERIFFS' OFFICE

Gene Samuelson
715 5th Avenue #20

Holdrege, NE 68949
Phone: 308-991-3607

gene@phelpscountyso.com

Proud member of the 
Nebraska Sheriff s’ Associa  on.

PIERCE COUNTY 
SHERIFFS' OFFICE

Rick Eberhardt
111 W Court Street #7

Pierce, NE 68767
Phone: 402-329-6346

piercecountyso@ptcnet.net

Proud member of the 
Nebraska Sheriff s’ Associa  on.

N

N

N

N

See pages 27-37 for county businesses that are 
supporters of their local sheriff ’s offi  ce and the NSA!
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LIGHT AND Siren full page
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PLATTE COUNTY 
SHERIFFS' OFFICE

Edward Wemhoff 
2610 14th Street

Columbus, NE 68601
Phone: 402-564-9077

sheriff @plattene.us

Proud member of the 
Nebraska Sheriff s’ Associa  on.

POLK COUNTY 
SHERIFFS' OFFICE

Dwaine Ladwig
251 N Main Street

Osceola, NE 68651
Phone: 402-747-2231

dladwig@pcsheriff .com

Proud member of the 
Nebraska Sheriff s’ Associa  on.

RICHARDSON 
COUNTY SHERIFFS' 

OFFICE

Don Pounds
65086 706 Trail

Falls City, NE 68355
Phone: 402-245-2479

rcso919@outlook.com

Proud member of the 
Nebraska Sheriff s’ Associa  on.

SAUNDERS COUNTY 
SHERIFFS' OFFICE

Kevin Stukenholtz
387 N Chestnut Street #3

Wahoo, NE 68066
Phone: 402-443-8143

kstukenholtz@co.saunders.ne.us

Proud member of the 
Nebraska Sheriff s’ Associa  on.

N

N

N

See pages 27-37 for county businesses that are 
supporters of their local sheriff ’s offi  ce and the NSA!

ANTELOPE

ADAMS

McNally

James J. McNally
Joseph McNally

402.887.5022 (Neligh)

BOONE
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2019 NEBRASKA LAW ENFORCEMENT CONFERENCE 
FEATURED SPEAKER: DAVE GROSSMAN LT. COLONEL, U.S. ARMY (RET.)

In their description of Lt. Col. Dave Grossman, Slate Magazine said, “Grossman cuts 
such a heroic, omnicompetent fi gure, he could have stepped out of a video game.”  
He has fi ve patents to his name, has published four novels, two children’s books, and 
six non-fi ction books to include his “perennial bestseller” On Killing (with over half a 
million copies sold), and a New York Times best-selling book co-authored with Glenn 
Beck.

He is a US Army Ranger, a paratrooper, and a former West Point Psychology Professor.  
He has a Black Belt in Hojutsu, the martial art of the fi rearm, and has been inducted 
into the USA Martial Arts Hall of Fame.  

Col. Grossman’s research was cited by the President of the United States in a national 
address, and he has testifi ed before the U.S. Senate, the U.S. Congress, and numerous 
state legislatures.  He has served as an expert witness and consultant in state and 

Federal courts.  He helped train mental health professionals after the Jonesboro school massacre, and he was 
also involved in counseling or court cases in the aftermath of the Paducah, Springfi eld, Littleton and Nickel 
Mines Amish school massacres.  

Col. Grossman has been called upon to write the entry on “Aggression and Violence” in the Oxford Companion 
to American Military History, three entries in the Academic Press Encyclopedia of Violence, Peace and Confl ict 
and has presented papers before the national conventions of the American Medical Association, the American 
Psychiatric Association, the American Psychological Association, and the American Academy of Pediatrics.  

 Since his retirement from the US Army in 1998, he has been on the road almost 300 days a year, for over 19 
years, as one of our nation’s leading trainers for military, law enforcement, mental health providers, and school 
safety organizations.

Today Col. Grossman is the director of the Killology Research Group (www.killology.com).  In the wake of the 9/11 
terrorist attacks he is has written and spoken extensively on the terrorist threat, with articles published in the 
Harvard Journal of Law and Civil Policy and many leading law enforcement journals, and he has been inducted 
as a “Life Diplomate” by the American Board for Certifi cation in Homeland Security, and a “Life Member” of the 
American College of Forensic Examiners Institute.

2019 NEBRASKA LAW ENFORCEMENT CONFERENCE 
FEATURED SPEAKER: PHIL CHALMERS

Phil Chalmers is a true crime writer, law enforcement trainer, youth culture specialist 
and a television personality.
 
He is the author of several books, including “Inside the Mind of a Teen Killer” and 
“True Lies.” He has been researching homicide and interviewing off enders for 30 
years, and his work has been featured on dozens of television shows and networks, 
including A&E’s “Killer Kids” and Fox’s “Crime Watch Daily.” He has interviewed over 
200 killers face to face, including teen killers, school shooters, mass murderers and 
serial killers. His current projects include three new books- one about teen killers, 
one about the myths surrounding today’s serial killers, and a men’s inspirational 
book.
 
Phil and his wife Wendi reside on the Gulf Coast of Florida and enjoy fi tness, the 

beach, and Walt Disney World. When Phil and Wendi aren’t researching and writing books, they are traveling 
around the country conducting live seminars to various law enforcement and child advocacy groups, schools 
and law agencies. 
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SEWARD COUNTY 
SHERIFFS' OFFICE

Mike Vance
261 South 8th Street

Seward, NE 68434
Phone: 402-643-2359

mvance@co.seward.ne.us

Proud member of the 
Nebraska Sheriff s’ Associa  on.

SHERMAN COUNTY 
SHERIFFS' OFFICE

Michael Jepsen
630 O Street

Loup City, NE 68853
Phone: 308-745-1511

shermancoso@sherman.nacone.org

Proud member of the 
Nebraska Sheriff s’ Associa  on.

SIOUX COUNTY 
SHERIFFS' OFFICE

Chad McCumbers
409 Main Street

Harrison, NE 69346
Phone: 308-668-2418

siouxsheriff @qwestoffi  ce.net

Proud member of the 
Nebraska Sheriff s’ Associa  on.

STANTON COUNTY 
SHERIFFS' OFFICE

Michael Unger
804 Ivy Street

Stanton, NE 68779
Phone: 402-439-2212

msunger@stanton.net

Proud member of the 
Nebraska Sheriff s’ Associa  on.

N

N

N

N

See pages 27-37 for county businesses that are 
supporters of their local sheriff ’s offi  ce and the NSA!

BOX BUTTE

CASS

BURT

CEDAR
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THURSTON COUNTY 
SHERIFFS' OFFICE

Shelly Perez
106 5th Street

Pender, NE 68047
Phone: 402-385-3018

thurstonso22@gmail.com

Proud member of the 
Nebraska Sheriff s’ Associa  on.

VALLEY COUNTY 
SHERIFFS' OFFICE

Casey Hurlburt
125 S 15th Street #102

Ord, NE 68862
Phone: 308-728-3906
vcsd947@yahoo.com

Proud member of the 
Nebraska Sheriff s’ Associa  on.

WASHINGTON 
COUNTY SHERIFFS' 

OFFICE

Michael Robinson
1535 Colfax Street

Blair, NE 68008
Phone: 402-426-6866

sheriff robinson@washcosheriff .
org

Proud member of the 
Nebraska Sheriff s’ Associa  on.

WAYNE COUNTY 
SHERIFFS' OFFICE

Jason Dwinell
219 West 6th Street

Wayne, NE 68787
Phone: 402-375-1911

waynesheriff @abbnebraska.com

Proud member of the 
Nebraska Sheriff s’ Associa  on.

N

N

N

N

See pages 27-37 for county businesses that are 
supporters of their local sheriff ’s offi  ce and the NSA!

CUSTER

CHASE

CUMING
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WEBSTER COUNTY 
SHERIFFS' OFFICE

Troy Schmitz
641 N Cedar Street

Red Cloud, NE 68970
Phone: 402-746-2722

tschmitzwcso945@yahoo.com

Proud member of the 
Nebraska Sheriff s’ Associa  on.

WHEELER COUNTY 
SHERIFFS' OFFICE

Adrian Lindsay
PO Box 127

Bartlett, NE 68622
Phone: 308-654-3232

wcso@nntc.net

Proud member of the 
Nebraska Sheriff s’ Associa  on.N

See pages 27-37 for county businesses that are 
supporters of their local sheriff ’s offi  ce and the NSA!

DAWSON

DIXON

DODGE

FARM BUREAU

FINANCIAL SERVICES

Steven J. Fischer, Career Agent
252 Vincent Ave., PO Box 587

Chappell, NE 69129
steven.fischer@fbfs.com • 308-874-2404
308-874-9960 fax • 888-713-0479 toll free
RegisteredRepresentative/Securities& services offered throughEquiTrustMarketingServices,
LLC*, 5400 University Avenue, West DesMoines, Iowa 50

DEUEL

Notheast Nebraska calls us...FIRST

First Northest
BANK OF NEBRASKA

Roy Miller
President/CEO

440 Main St.
PO Box 9
Lyons, NE 68038

www.fnb-ne.com
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GREELEY

HALL

HOLT

Torpins Rodeo
Food Market

Shurfine Foods
MEMBER AFFILIATED FOODS
506 E DOUGLAS ST, ONEILL, NE

402-366-1550

HARLAN

HITCHCOCK

FRONTIER

JOHNSON

MADISON

BC BUILDERS, INC.

General Contractor    Commercial Rural Buildings    Agriculture

SCOTT A. MILLER
(402) 675-3735     FAX (402) 675-5625

bcbuild@conpoint.com

200 W. O’NEILL    BOX A    BATTLE CREEK, NE 68715

LANCASTER

HOWARD
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Main Branch - Norfolk
(402) 371-0722

Pierce Branch - (402) 329-6953
Hoskins Branch - (402) 565-4226
Wayne Branch - (402) 375-2525

AND TRUST
Northeast Nebraska’s Locally Owed,

Independent, Community Bank

NANCE

NEMAHA

NUCKOLLS

NELSON DENTAL
CLINIC

ROBERT C. WILSON, DDS, P.C.
Helping you afford

the quality dentistry you deserve.
402.225.2828
270 South Main, Nelson

OTOE

MERRICK

PIERCE

Main Branch - Norfolk
(402) 371-0722

Pierce Branch - (402) 329-6953
Hoskins Branch - (402) 565-4226
Wayne Branch - (402) 375-2525

AND TRUST
Northeast Nebraska’s Locally Owed,

Independent, Community Bank

PLATTE
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Seward Electronics
SALES & SERVICE
938 Seward St, Seward, NE

Kenwood Mobile Radio
Entertainment Systems
CD Players & Recorders

Flat Screen TVs
Satellite & Cable Services

Satellite Radio & TV

Installation & Maintenance
Financing Available!

402.643.6262

POLK

SAUNDERS

SEWARD

SHERMAN

SALINE

ROCK

VALLEY

STANTON
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WAYNE

Main Branch - Norfolk
(402) 371-0722

Pierce Branch - (402) 329-6953
Hoskins Branch - (402) 565-4226
Wayne Branch - (402) 375-2525

AND TRUST
Northeast Nebraska’s Locally Owed,

Independent, Community Bank

WASHINGTON WEBSTER

WHEELER

NSA Offi  ce & The Nebraska Sheriff  Magazine
521 First Street | P.O. Box 10, Milford, Nebraska 68405 

Executive Director: Taylor Moore  |  taylor@youraam.com

Graphic Editor: Kylie Schildt   |  kylie@youraam.com
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nelottery.com  
Must be 19. Please play responsibly. Nebraska Problem Gambling Help Line: 833-BETOVER (238-6837). 

YOU DON’T KNOW WHAT YOU’RE MISSING!
Mega Millions has a $40 million starting jackpot, grows by at least $5 million every draw, has huge
winning jackpots and is really easy to play ... just ask for a quick pick. Add the $1 Megaplier for a

chance to multiply your prize two, three, four or five times!

Don’t pass it by. 
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In this state

no one stands alone.
Nebraska Department of Transportation – Highway Safety Office

#BuckleUp
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®

800 -338-3220 |  HORNADY.COM

The Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) completed an extensive evaluation process and selected 

Hornady Critical Duty® as its source for 9mm +P and 40 S&W service ammunition.

From design to craftsmanship to testing, 

we set out to make great ammunition. 

The world’s toughest critics agree.
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